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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  (Estimated) 

Number  of  separately  rated 
hereditaments  as  at  1st  April,  1953 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  31*3»52)  •• 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
(as  at  31. 3- 53) 


55 » 770 
5,544 


1,893 

£20,141 

£82/9/1-835 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
LireoWv  orind??ectly  associated  with  agriculture.  The  District 
.s  I very  popular  holiday  centre  and  many  hotels,  boarding  houses 
md  farms  specialise  in  seasonal  catering. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Bideford  Rural  District 


Cleverdon  House, 
Bradworthy. 
September,  1953 • 

f/Lr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen; 

I Leg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  dealing  with  the 
Public  Health  and  general  conditions  of  the  district  during 
the  year  1952. 


^ I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  Bowring  Betts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


- - - oOo  - - - 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 
resident  population 

,000  of • the  estimated 

b • o • o • 

e • 

1952 

14.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 
and  V/ales 

, 000  f or  England 

• e ♦ o e • 

15.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 
and  still)  Births 

1,000  total  (live 

e o *0  • • 

» « 

13.3 

DEATHS 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
resident  population 

of  the  estimated 

• • o » • • 

• • 

8.3 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

11.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

for  England  and  Wales 

• • 

11.3 

DEATHS  PROM  PUERPERAL 

CAUSES 

Rate 

per  1,000 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Total 


Deaths 

1952 

0 

0 


(Live  and  Still  Births) 
1952 
0 
0 


0 


DEATHS  0?  INDAFTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OR  AGE 

0 ••  9*  99  99  99 

Illegitimate 
DEATH  RATE 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
(England  and  Wales) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages) 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (All  ages). 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years). 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

ITO'SPl'OTS 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

There  are  no  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  tuberculous 
patients  in  this  District.  Advanced  cases  are  usually 
treated  at  Hawley  Sanatorimn,  Barnstaple.  Convalescent 
patients  from  this  district  are  sometimes  sent  to  the 
Devon  County  Council ' s large  and  v/ell  equipped  sanatorium 
at  Hawkmoor,  South  Devon. 

2.  ISOLATION  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Any  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated 
or  properly  cared  for  at  home,  are  conveyed  to  the  North 
Devon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  which  comprises  30  beds, 

4 cots  and  8 observation  cubicles. 

During  1952  no  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  from  the  Bideford  Rural  District. 

3.  SMALLPOX 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the  Devon  County  Council  provides 
treatment  for  any  case  of  smallpox  that  may  arise  in  this 
District . 

4.  GENERAL 

The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  serves  the  District 
extremely  vvell  for  General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment. 
The  Hospital  contains  about  51  beds.  Hospital  facilities 
are  also  available  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple, 
and  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

MATERNITY  CASES 

Maternity  cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary,  Barnstaple  and  also,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Devon  County  Council,  to  the  Grenville  Nursing  Home, 

Bideford . 

DISTRICT  IRmSING 

There  are  six  District  Nurses,  all  quo.lified  midwives, 
working  in  the  District. 


1952 

1 

0 


13.4 

13.7 

27.6 

10 

0 

0 

1 
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LABORATORY  BACILITIES 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  7 Bix’s  Field, 

Exeter,  the  Director  is  Dr,  Moore, 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Public  Analysts, 
Messrs.  Tickle  & Reynolds,  of  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 

DISINFECTION  OF  INFECTED  BEDDING  AND  CLOTHING 

By  arrangement  with  the  Bideford  and  District  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  Board,  any  infected  bedding  and 
clothing  can  be  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfecting 
apparatus  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITES 

There  is  a St,  John  Ambulance  stationed  at  Bideford,  which 
serves  the  Rural  District.  There  is  also  a separate 
ambulance  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  any 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

An  ante -natal  clinic  is  held  at  Bideford. 

CHILD  ’-^'PLFARE  CLINIC 

There  are  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  at  Hartland  and 
Bideford, 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

A Clinic  for  venereal  disease  is  held  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  twice  v/eekly. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

A Clinic  is  held  tv/ice  a month  at  Barnstaple  and  Bideford 
Hospital . 

BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC 


A Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  North  Devon 
Dispensary,  Barnstaple. 


PREVALENCE 

OF  INFECTIOUS 

! DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

number 

admitted 

of  cases 

to  .. 

Total 

notified 

hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  , . 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomj^elitis 

0 

0 

0 

and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

4 

preval; 


ljI  . 


Diseases 


IHrECTK’jg  :.ISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS 
( don't  d . ) 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Encephalitis 
Lethargica 

Cerehro  Spinal  Meningitis 


Total 
number 
of  cases 
notified 

6 

0 


0 

0 


Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

0 

0 

0 

0 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Total 

deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 


A high  proportion  of  the  Children  under  15  years  of  age 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  above  scheme.  Each  school  in 
the  district  has  been  visited  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  this  purpose. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The 

register 


number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the 
was  as  follows 


31st  Dec. 
1952 


(a) 

Pulmonary 

Males 

» o 

10 

Females 

• • 

8 

(b) 

N on -Pulmonary 

Males 

• • 

5 

Females 

• • 

3 

Total  Cases  on  the  register,  December  31st, 

tv  n ii  u p ii 


ft  U tf  iT  !!  If  l» 


t 


1952 

. .26 

1951 

. .24 

1950 

..23 

1949 

. .21 

1948 

. .24 

1947 

. .22 

1946 

..21 

1945 

. .16 

1944 

. .21 

1943 

..23 

1942 

. .18 

1941 

. .17 

1940 

..19 

1939 

. .18 

1.  NEW  CASES 


During  the  year  1 case  v\ras  notified  in  accordance  with 
the  Regulations. 


(a)  Pulmonary  Males 

Females 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  Males 

Females 


1 

0 

0 

0 


Totals  . . . . . . 1 
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The  folio vvin^-T  are  the  notifications  for  the  preceding 
eleven  years ; - 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


1951 

1 

0 

1 

1950 

2 

0 

2 

1949 

1 

1 

2 

1948 

. . 0 . 0 

4 

4 

1947 

2 

1 

3 

1946 

3 

2 

5 

1945 

2 

0 

2 

1944 

4 

0 

4 

1943 

3 

4 

7 

1942 

5 

1 

6 

1941 

2 

0 

2 

2.  AGE  PERIODS 

(NE¥/  CASES) 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

'Pulmonary 

1952 

1952 

M. 

P. 

Mo 

P. 

Under  1 year 

or  « • 

0 

0 

0 

• 0 

1 to  5 years 

O 0 o • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 to  10  years 

o 0 « e 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10  to  15  years 

« 0 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

: 0 

15  to  25  years 

o . 

0 

0 

0 

0 . 

25  to  35  years 

« • O 0 

.. 

0 

0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

o e 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  to  55  years 

O 0 O 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

O O O 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

0 # 0 • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MORTALITY  PROM 

TUBERCULOSIS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Under  1 year 
1 to  5 years 
5 to  10  years 
10  to  15  years 
15  to  25  3^ears 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  55  years 
55  to  65  years 
65  and  over 


TOTAL  DEATHS,  1952  Nil. 


Respiratory 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


p. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Non-Respiratory 
M.  E. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURINCx  THE  Yl^AP  UNDER  REVIEW 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections  • • • • 

Acute  Poliom^.’-wlitis 

Measles  * * * * 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases. 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  L5nriphatiG  Neoplasm, 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

D i ab etes  **  ** 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronar3r  Disease,  Angina^ 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease, 

Other  Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ”• 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .. 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  • • 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion. 
Congenital  Malformations  . • 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  v/ar.. 

Total  - All  Causes 


M. 

. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 2 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 4 

, 0 
. 0 
8 

, . 4 

. . 2 

..  3 

. . 0 
..  0 
..  1 
..  2 
. . 0 
..  0 
..  1 
..  0 
. . 1 
. . 0 
. . 0 
..  3 

. . 0 
. . 0 
. . 0 
. . 0 

..  31 


1952 


P. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

3 

0 

7 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

31 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE  SURVEYOR,  ENGINEER  AFL  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  BILEPORL  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Grenville  House, 

The  Quay , 

Bideford . 


June,  1953« 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE 
DIDSPORD  rural  district  COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemens 

I Leg  to  submit  for  your  information  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1952. 

Owing  to  the  continued  necessity  for  economy  at  national 
and  local  level,  the  report  on  services  in  the  area 
administrated  by  this  Authority,  and  services  administrated 
by  other  Authorities,  with  which  development  is  connected, 
and  to  a great  extent  dependant  upon,  little  or  no  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  year  under  review. 

In  the  verA^  essential  field  of  water  supply,  the  North 
Devon  V/ater  Board,  who  are  the  Statutory  v/ater  undertakers  for 
the  area,  have  completed  the  small  scheme,  known  as  the 
Burford  Scheme,  which  is  to  scrve^Higher  Clovolly  and  augment 
the  war-time  water  supply  scheme  at  Hartland,  The  source  of 
supply  is  obtained  from  springs,  from  which  point  the  water 
is  pumped  to  ..a  high  level  reservoir,  and  from  this  point  it 
gravitates  to  the  area  it  is-  to  serve.  A chlorinator  is 
installed  at . the  works,  but  no  filtration  of  the  water  is 
necessarA?-.  During  the  year,  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  have 
connected  six  domestic  premises  to  their  mains  in  this  Rural 
District . 

During  the  year  the  Northam  Urban  District  Council 
decided  that  no  further  connections  could  be  made  to  their 
water  main  passing  through  this  Rural  District  en  route  from 
the  MelburAT-  reservoir  to  Northam  service  reservoirs,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  even  when  running  full  bore,  this  supply 
pipe  to  the  service  reservoirs  was  barelj^  enough  to  keep 
same  fully  charged  in  the  summer  season  with  the  consequence 
that  the  population  of  the  Urban  District  suffer 
curtailed  supplies  during  that  period. 

This  action  by  the  Northam  Urban  District  Council 
virtually  sterilizes  the  Parish  of  Abbotsham  to  further 
development  and  certainly  to  development  of  Council  houses, 
v/hich  it  vms  planned  to  build. 

This  action  by  the  Urban  District  Council  indicates  the 
desirability  for  all  water  supplies  in  the  area  being 
administrated  by  a central  Water  Board,  when  some  action  could 
be  taken  to  allow  parts  of  this  Rural  District,  through  which 
the  main  runs,  to  be  served  by  v/ater  from  that  main. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
have  drawn  up  fresh  plans  to  bring  water  from  Little 
Torrington  via  Frithelstock  Stone,  Buckland  Brewer  and 
Parkham  to  Higher  Clovelly  reservoir,  with  extensions  to 
Monkleigh  and  Woolsery,  and  a Booster  Station  at  Parkham, 
giving  a total  length  of  just  over  17  miles  of  pipe  line  at 
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the  estimated  cost  of  £100,000,  and  it  is  understood  that 
this  contract  has  now  received  a degree  of  priority,  but  it 
would  appear  that  it  vv^ould  seem  some  time  before  this  amended 
scheme  reaches  fruition. 

This  general  lack  of  adequate  and  satisfactory  water 
supplies  in  the  area  is  preventing  the  full  development  in 
the  field  of  housing,  both  Council  housing  and  private 
enterprise . 

The  Minister  of  Rousing  and  Local  Government  has  been 
unable  to  grant  a starting  date  for  a sewerage  scheme  approved 
in  1951  to  serve  the  village  of  Parkham;  this,  it  has  been 
stated,  is  due  to  the  need  for  national  economy.  A sewerage 
scheme  has  been  dravvii  up  for  the  village  of  Ptonkleigh,  where  a 
scheme  is  urgently  required,  but  as  yet,  this  has  not  been 
submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval,  since  approval  to 
schemes  is  not  given  unless  a main  water  supply  is  available. 
The  Department  are,  at  the  moment,  drawing  up  a scheme  to  serve 
Higher  Clovelly,  which  scheme,  it  is  felt,  may  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Minister  before  the  others  as  a main  water  supply  is 
now  available  in  that  area,  and  the  increased  use  of  water  will 
undoubtedly  cause  drainage  nuisances  from  inefficient  domestic 
sev/age  disposal  plant. 

Plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  to  carry  out  certain  alterations  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Woolscry,  which  have  been  a source 
of  nuisance  for  some  years,  and  in  order  to  abate  same,  certain 
constructional  works  are  necessar3r,  it  is  hoped  that  these 
works  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  eight  Council  houses  have  been  constructed 
six  at  Hartland,  where  a main  water  supply  is  available,  and 
two  at  Tv/itchen,  v/hore  prolonged  tests  on  the  yield  of  a v/ell 
sunk  on  the  site  proved  that  water  was  available  in  sufficient 
qunatities  during  the  summer  months  to  serve  the  estimated 
yield  for  the  two  houses. 

Ten  houses  are  at  present  being  erected,  a further  eight 
on  the  Northgate  estate  at  Hartland,  and  two  at  Horns  Cross, 
where  again  the  water  supply/"  is  from  a well,  which  has  proved 
sufficient  in  quantity  and  satisfactory  in  quality  over  a long 
period,  and  where  in  both  instances  sewers  are  available  for 
disposal  of  sewage. 

In  the  immediate  future,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  six 
bungalows  at  Higher  Clovelly,  where  main  water  supply  is 
available,  two  houses  at  Meddon,  vi^here,  in  conjunction  with 
the  North  Devon  ^'-fater  Board,  water  is  being  obtained  from  the 
Public  well  with  ample  supply,  and  two  or  three  houses  at 
v^elcombe,  again  using  well  water  supply  if,  after  tests  in 
dry  periods,  the  yield  of  same  is  found  to  bo  sufficient.  Two 
houses  are  to  be  erected  at  Thornhillhead , Buckland  Brewer, 
with  v/ater  supply  being  obtained  from  an  old  well,  known  to  be 
sufficient  in  quantity  for  the  needs  of  two  houses,  and  proved 
to  be  satisfactory  in  quality. 

The  Council  o^^  building  sites  at  Monkleigh,  Hoolsery, 
Newton  St.  Petrock  and  Korns  Cross,  where  further  development 
will  take  place  in  future, "when  water  supplies  are  available. 

A scheme  for  bi-monthly  collection  of  refuse  in  the 
Parishes  of  Abbot sham,  Alwington,  Monkleigh,  Buckland  Brewer, 
Littleham,  Landcross,  Parkham  and  Woolsery  has  been  introduced 
during  the  year,  and  now  the  majority  of  the  district  receives 
the  service  of  a refuse  collection  by  contract. 
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A number  of  individupil  village  refuse  dumps  have  been 
closed  and  two  central  dumips  have  been  opened  to  serve  the 
Parishes  mentioned  above,  and  this  service  will  prevent  the 
constant  source  of  nuisance  previously  caused  by  individual 
village  dumps,  j 

Financial  limitations  only  are  the  reason  "or  the 
bi-monthly  refuse  collection,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  in 
the  near  future,  in  the  interest  of  public  health,  it  will  be 
possible  to  have  a monthly  collection  of  refuse  over  the  v/hole 
district,  and  fortnightly  collections  in  the  larger  villages 
on  the  sea  board,  where  the  population  increases  considerably  ^ 
during  the  summer  months  due  to  the  ingress  of  visitors. 

As  a delegated  planning  authority  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  this  Council  is  responsible  for 
functions  under  the  Act,  and  this  entails  considerable  work 
by  the  Department,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  these  delegated 
powers  are  extremely  useful  as  they  permit  this  Council  to 
have  considerable  control  over  the  type  of  development  v/hich 
takes  place  in  the  area. 

In  connection  with  planning  control  generally,  during  the 
year  the  question  was  again  raised  as  to  whether  that  part  . j 

of  the  Rural  District,  north  and  west  of  the  trunk  road  A. 39  | 

should  becom.e  a National  Park  in  order  to  preserve  the  amenities  ; 
of  the  locality,  which  would  mean  that  control  of  development 
in  that  area  would  be  decided  by  a National  Park  Committee, 
v/hich  Committee  would  consist  of  Rural  District  and  County 
Council  members,  and  persons  from  national  bodies,  and  others 
appointed  b3'’  the  Minister.  The  Council  were  of  the  opinion 
that  it  v-zas  able,  under  its  existing  powers,  in  collaboration 
with  the  Devon  County  Council  as  the  Planning  Authority,  to 
control  development  5 this  area  is  scheduled  as  a conservation 
area,  and  proposed  development  therein  is  viewed  with  this 
over-riding  factor  in  mind. 

During  the  37-ear  an  application  vzas  lodged  under  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947  to  develop  a permanent 
caravan  site  in  the  Parish  of  Monkleigh,  but  this  was  refused 
on  the  grounds  that  the  need  for  such  development  does  not 
exist, and  .such  a caravan  site  would  lead  to  low  standard 
housing  accommodation  in  an  area  where  economic  conditions  do 
not  warrant  it ^ this  refusal  has  been  the  subject  of  an 
appeal  by  the  applicant,  and  it  vzill  be  interesting  to  learn 
the  views  of  the  Minister  on  this  m.atter. 

The  five  recognised  camping  sites  in  this  a.rea  for 
campers  and  caravaners  continue  to  be  run  on  increasingly 
satisfactory  lines?  no  complaints  whatsoever  about  their 
condition  ¥/as  received  during  the  year  under  review,  and^ 
the  necessary  accommodation  to  give  good  sanitary  conditions 
on  the  camps  exist,  namely  vzater  supply,  closet  accommodation 
and  refuse  disposal. 

On  the  following  pages  of  this  Report,  are  given,  in 
statistical  form  and  othervzise,  details  of  matterr.  which  come 
within  the  purview  of  this  Department, 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the 
Council,  and  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their  continued 
help  accorded  to  me  in  connection  with  my  duties. 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L . J . Dunn 

•Surveyor.  ’ • 
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HOUSING 


The  following  table  enunerates  the  number  of  houses 
ov7ned  by  the  Council  in  the  various  Parishes  and  whether 
pre-v/ar,  war-time  or  post-war  houses 2- 


Pre~\7ar  Kouses- 


Abbotsham 

Alwington 

Buckland  Brewer 

Clovelly 

Hart land 

Littleham 

Monkleigh 

Parkham 

Woolsery 

Total 


2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

2 

2 6 


War-time  Houses 

In  1944  the  Council  built  four  houses ;- 

Natcott,  Hartland 
Crosspark,  Woolsery  . 

Total  « . 


Post-War  Houses 


Abbot sham 
Alv'/ington 
Buckland  Brewer 

Bulkworthjr 

Clovelly 

East  Putford  .» 

Hartland 

Littleham 

Monkleigh 

Parkham 


Total  . . 


2 

2 

4 


6 

6 

10 

2 

8 

2 

24 

4 

12 

4 

78 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

No  applications  for  a grant  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949 
were  received  during  the  year  under  review,  but  in  one  case 
preliminary  enquiries  made  by  a prospective  applicant  revealed 
that  the  condition  of  the  building  in  question  v\ras  such  that  it 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  renovated  within  the  financial 
limit  imposed  by  the  Act. 

Amendments  to  the  Act  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and 
the3'’  include  the  following  j- 

1.  The  maximum  permissible  sum  which  may  be  spent  per^ 
housing  unit  has  been  raised  from  £600  to  £800 5 this 
figure  may  be  exceeded  in  the  case  of  buildings  of 
historic  or  architectural  interest. 

2.  "Tied"  or  service  cottages  now  rank  for  a grant, 
whereas  previously  no  grant  could  be  given  for  such 
property. 
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No  alteration  has  heen  made  by  the  Ministi-^/-  of  Nousing 
and  Local  C'overrxment  in  the  standard  set  for  reconditioned 
cottages,  hut  Local  Authorities  have  been  reminded  that  under 
certain  circumstances,  standards  be  relaxed  with  the 

approval  of  the  Minister, 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  under  mentioned  villages  in  the  district  are  served 
with  piped  water  supplies s- 

Abbotsham  - Water  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the 

Northari  Urban  District  Council,  which 
reservoir  is  situated  at  Uelbury  in 
the  Parish  of  Parkham,  No  further 
connections  are  permitted  to  this  main  - 
see  introduction  to  report. 

Buckland  Brewer  - Emergency  scheme,  providing  stand  pipe 

supply  only. 


Lov\^er  Clovelly  - New  Treatment  works  have  been  constructed 

near  the  village  incorporating  filter 
beds,  and  a chlorinating  plant  is  to 
be  installed  shortly. 

Higher  Clovelly  --  Burford  water  supply  scheme  completed  - 

domestic  connections  not  yet  made, 

Hartland  - War-time  emergency  scheme  only  with 

very  limited  supply  of  v/ater  in  the 
summer 5 the  majorit3/-  of  houses  in  the 
tov/n  are  served  by  stand  pipes  only. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  supply  will 
be  augmented  by  the  Burford  v/ater  scheme 
at  Higher  Clovelly. 

FARM  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Four  proposed  farm  v/ater  supply  schemes  were  investigated 
during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Devon  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee. 


Where  metallic  pipes  are  proposed  for  the  supply,  the 
water  is  tested  for  its  equivalent  p,H,  value,  and  if  the 
water  is  found  to  be  of  an  acid  character,  such  information  is 
passed  to  the  applicant  v/ho  is  advised  to  use  non  metallic  or 
Bitumien  Lined  service  pipes. 

WATER  SAMPLES 


Nineteen  samples  of  water  v/ere  taken  for  bacteriological 
and/or  chemica.1  examination  from  all  sources  during  the  yea.r, 
and  where  unsatisfactory  results  v/ere  reported,  advice  was 
given  regarding  mea-ns  to  be  adopted  to  sterilise  the  water  as 
a temporary  measure,  prior  to  permanent  steps  being  taken  to 
exclude  the  source  of  contamination,  or  an  alternative  supply 
being  brought  into  use. 


Details  of  samples  taken  and  the  results  are  given  here 


under; - 


Private 
Satis . 

2 


Wells 
Unsatis . 
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Council  house 
Water  Supplies 
Satis.  Unsat i s . 

2 0 


Public  Supplies  & 

I V/oll^ 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

1 ■ 3 
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The  figures  given  above,  being  results  of  water  samples 
taken  from  various  sources,  are  indicative  of  the  need  for 
adequate  and  pure  water  supplies  5 the  majority  of  the  existing 
supplies  in  the  area  are  shallow  wells,  which  are  easily 
polluted,  and  which  in  a nuinber  of  cases  dry  up  in  the  summer 
.months.  These  conditions  cannot  be  cured  by  anything  other 
than  main  supplies  brought  in  from  a main  source, 

SEV/ERAC-E 


The  under  mentioned  villages  in  the  district  are  wholly 
or  partiallj^  served  by  a sev\rerage  sche.mes- 

Abbotsham 
Euckland  Brewer 
Lower  CloA’'elly 
Horns  Cross 
Hart land 
Woolsery 


It  is 
schemes  to 
years , and 
sev/ered  in 


the  intention  of  the  Council  to  provide  sev^erage 
the  under  mentioned  villages  during  the  next  fev/ 
as  a general  principle,  the  villages  will  be 
order  of  receiving  the  mains  water  suppler. 


Higher  Clovelly 

Monkleigh 

Ford 

Fairy  Cross 
Bucks  Mills 
Littleham 
Saltrens 
Stoke 


In  the  remainder  of  the  district,  the  density  of  dwelling 
houses  is  such  that  individual  disposa,!  systems  must  be 
utilised;  it  would  be  an  uneconomical  proposition  to  provide  a 
sewerage  scheme. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  contract  in  the 
under  mentioned  Parishes  and  Villages 


Abbotsham  Parish 
Alwington  " 
Parkham  ” 

Wools ery  " 

Littleham  " 
Landcross 


Monkleigh  " 
Buckland  Brewer  Pari 
Clovelly  Village 
Higher  Clovelly 
Hartland  To\to. 

Stoke 


h 


Bi-monthly 

n 

n 

tr 

u 

w 

Twice  weekly 
Monthly. 
Weekly 
Monthly 


The  majority  of  this  Rural  District  is  novr  served  with  a 
refuse  collection,  and  those  areas  not  served  are  so  sparsely 
populated  that  the  cost  m,akes  this  prohibitive  under  present 
circumstances . 


ICE  CREAI/I 


POOD  ADMINSTRATION 


Fine  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream,  and  one  is  registered  for  manufacture  by  the 
Heat  Treatment  method. 
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Ice  cream  sold  from  eic;liL  propertioc:  is  delivered 
pre-packed  and  sold  to  the  public  in  that  aba-to. 

During  the  year  24  samples  of  ice  cream  wore  taken  for 
analysis,  11  v^ore  placed  in  Grade  I - satisfactory,  11  in 
Grade  II  - fair,  and  two  in  Grade  III  - unsat isfactor.y.  One 
of  the  samples  in  Grade  III  v^as  obtained  from  the  manufacturer 
in  this  district,  and  one  being  a pre-packed  sample  manufactured 
by  a national  wholesaler.  In  the  case  of  the  local  manufacturer, 
subsequent  samples  taken  v/ere  returned  as  satisfactory,  and  the 
vendor  of  the  other  unsatisfactory  saimple  was  advised  to  send 
the  report  to  the  wholesaler  for  inf orma.tion,  no  cause  for  tho 
bad  sample  being  found  on  the  vendor's  premises,  such  as 
breakdown  of  refrigerator, 

POOD  PREMISES 


Conditions  on  inspection  v\^ere  found  to  be  satisfactor3^, 
and  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  note  in  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  no  cases  of  food  poisoning 
or  similar  diseases  were  notified  in  this  district. 

MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 


The  one  licensed  slaughter  house  in  the  Rural  District  is 
used  e3cclusivel\''  in  the  slaughter  of  horses,  no  meat  of  which 
is  sold  in  this  area,  but  is  sent  to  London, 

Considerable  improvement  to  these  premises  has  been  made 
during  the  past  i^'ear,  and  separate  killing  and  hanging  rooms 
have  been  provided  together  vYith  other  essential  features. 

Meet  sold  to  butchers  in  the  Rural  District  is  sent  out 
from  the  Central  Meat  Depot  in  Bideford  Borough  where  is  also 
situated  the  Central  Slaughter  House  for  the  district. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT,  1949 

There  is  one  non-producer  retailer  registered  in  the 
Rural  District,  business  having  commenced  during  the  year  under 
reviev/,  and  the  necessa.r^/'  dairy  and  equipment  etc.  have  been 
provided. 

The  majority  of  milk  from  this  dairy  is  sold  in  the 
Borough  of  Bideford  where  samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  time 
to  time. 

No  sample  out  of  the  many  taken  hy  the  Count3^  Council  has 
been  returned  as  T,B.  positive. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Prescribed  particulars  on  tlie  adninistration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1947 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes 

of  provisions  as  to  health. 

Number 

of 

Number 
on  Reg- 
ister 
(3) 

Inspect- 

ions 

(4) 

Writ- 

ten 

Notices 

(5) 

Occup- 
iers Pros- 
ecuted 
(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3s 

4,  and  6 are  to  he 
enforced  hy  Local 
Authorities 

3 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  in-  9 

eluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authority 

18 

iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

TOTAL 

12 

24 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  V/HICH  DEFECTS  V 

,C3RE  FOUND 

Humher  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
v/hich 

Particulars  Found 

(1)  (3) 

Remed- 

ied 

(4) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  HoM. 

Inspector  Inspector 
(5)  (6) 

prosec- 
utions v/ere 
instituted 

(7) 

Sanitary 

Convenien  ces 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insuffic- 
ient 1 

1 

1 

TOTAL  1 

1 

- 

1 

- 
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BUILOIHG  LICENCES 


During  INc  year,;  13  licences  were  granted  by  this 
Authority  in  the  sum  of  £6,390  for  the  purpose  of  carryin^^ 
out  repairs  and/or  additions  to  dwelling  houses o 

Seven  licences  ?\^ere  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  erection 
of  new  private  houses  at  a total  cost  of  £17 ,565  14s. 


PLANS 


Hereunder  are  details  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  consideration  under  the  Building  Bj^elaws  Sind  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947= 


BUILDING  BYELABS 


Number  approved  unconditionally 
Number  approved  conditionally 
NujTiber  disapproved 


9 

16 

1 


Torn  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING-  ACT,  1947 


Number  approved  unconditionally 
Number  approved  conditionally 
Number  refused 


38 

30 

8 


STO/IMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS 


Details  of  inspections,  re-visits  and  interviev/s  etc. 
made  in  connection  v^/ith  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the 
year  are  given  here  under s- 


Water  Supplies 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Public  Conveniences 
Refuse  Collection  . . 

Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  . 
Water  Samples 
Building  Licensing 
Planning  and  New  Building 
Council  Housing  - General 


Nuisances 

Number  of  houses  Inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
II  . ii  n H Kousinm  Acts 


Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

Slaughterhouses 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Pood  Preparing  Premises  . . 

Miscellaneous  Pood  Visits 

Milk' and  Dairies 

Petroleum 

Factories  and  Workshops  . . 


I 

441 

68 

14 

95 

73 

347 

81 

25 

115 

246 

433 

4 

152 

27 

175 

10 

38 

27 

4 

13 

32 

24 


It  is 
Notice  for 
year  under 


again  satisfactory^  to  report  that  no 
any  matter  ws-s  served  by/"  the  Council 
reviev/. 


Statutory 
during  the 


---oOo--- 
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